This April, the representatives of the Youth Atlantic Treaty Association joined young leaders from across the Atlantic Community during the celebrations of the 60th Anniversary NATO Summit in Strasbourg. The Youth Summit’s was named “NATO in 2020: What lies ahead?”.

As was declared last year, the celebration of the 60 years of the Alliance was aimed at emphasizing the importance of the transatlantic partnership.

NATO continues its transformation with the new members. It also faces new challenges, such as better correspondence to security challenges, improvement of the deployment of the capabilities. Finally, NATO has to establish new relationship with some its partners. The Summit gave an opportunity for further articulation and strengthening of the Alliance’s vision of its role in meeting the evolving challenges of the 21st century and maintaining the ability to perform the full range of its missions, collectively defending the security at home and contributing to stability abroad. 

The Youth Summit was organized under the leadership  of NATO's Public Diplomacy Division, and in partnership with the ATA/YATA, the Atlantic Council of the United States, l'Ecole Nationale D'Administration (ENA) and l'Office Franco-Allemand pour la Jeunesse (OFAJ).

YATA Greece was represented by Aikaterini – Aliki Loutzaki, graduate of the Athens University of Economics and Business in the field of Business Administration, former Public Relation Officer of the Greek Association for Atlantic and European Cooperation and former President of the Youth of the Greek Association for Atlantic & European Cooperation and nowadays, Consul of the Vice Mayor of the Municipality of Athens.

300 young professionals from 28 NATO-countries gathered at France 3 Alsace in Strasbourg from April 1st till April 4th, and discussed NATO's political and military dimensions and the progress that has been achieved since the Bucharest Summit in 2008. Furthermore, the participants led discussions on the relations between NATO and Russia, and the new communication policy of the Association, as well as its future improvement. Last but not least the issues of the global security challenges were also talked about.

High-level experts and policy makers disputed these important political and social topics related to global security and the NATO Summit; they had the opportunity for wide discussion with the Secretary General of NATO - Mr. Jaap de Hoop Scheffer, and the chance to provide with solutions for the continuation of the Treaty. 

NATO officials, specifically the Director for the Policy Planning Unit from the private Office of the Secretary General, Dr. Jamie Shea; the Chairman of the NATO Military Committee, Admiral Giampaolo Di Paola, and the Assistant Secretary for Public Diplomacy, Mr. Jean-Francois Bureau were open to questions of all the participants and made their efforts for the dialogue to be productive and fruitful. Dr. Stefanie Babst, Deputy Assistant General for Public Diplomacy Strategy, explained the new promotion strategy of NATO and its mission. 

We referred to how the words can become actions. Among the outstanding journalists that moderated the dialogue during this important event were Mr. Steven Erlanger, Paris Bureau Chief of the New York Times; Mr. Cherno Jobatey from the Morgenmagaizin: Zweites Deutsches Fernsehen, and Mr. Ahmed Rashid.

The most important moment of this event was the speech of the American President, Barack Obama, participated also by the YATA representatives. President Barack Obama carried his "town hall'' brand of public dialog standing before the audience of approximately 4,000 people. During his speech he called for "a new generation in a new century'' to rise to the world's challenges. He widely discussed the relations between Europe and USA, and his hope for the cooperation to deepen substantially. Furthermore, the President presented his new vision for cooperation, including an end to nuclear arms. The conversation touched the most fundamental issues concerning the American role in the world. His speech was followed by a “question-answer” session.

The possibility for young people to take part in a high-profile event, such as the NATO Summit proves the importance of the future generation being active in the shaping the  path of NATO in the time to come. During the YATA Summit People from all over the world were given an opportunity to discuss matters of great importance. They also proved that the young people are not willing to remain only passive observers of their times but also would like to participate in world-changing processes.

