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Dear Mr. Georgiu, 

Honored Ladies and Gentlemen, 

1. Words of thanks.

I believe I share with you the pleasure of expressing, first, my words of thanks to the President and my goodhearted friend, Mr. Theodossis Georgiou, and his colleagues for inviting me here on the occasion of the 20-th anniversary of the Greek Association for Atlantic and European Cooperation!  

On such an occasion, allow me to offer my very warm congratulations for this great Anniversary! The past twenty years have been years of great achievements for our Greek counterpart Atlantic organization during which Mr. Georgiu was successfully leading also the Atlantic treaty Association, or our international Atlantic family where all our Atlantic organizations are members or observer mebers. 

Today, I have been invited to speak on the overall security situation in the South Estern Europe and the Mediterranean. It’s a very interesting topic to discuss and share ideas about. However, my focus will be first of all in our Western Balkans where we live and where we know better the problems. And, I will speak in my capacity of the President of the Atlantic Council of Albania rather than the Deputy Minister of Defense of Albania. 

2. Security situation in the Western Balkans is in general, stable and secure for more than one decade.

· Countries are all committed to the Euro-Atlantic integrations. They are either members of EU and NATO, or on their respective ways to accession in those organizations. 

· The region has now for many years exporting security outside the region.

· All the countries of the region are cooperating with in a two-track way: with each other and with NATO and EU.

· There is a new psychological climate in our region with regard to the overall human relations, displayed in economy and trade, everyday relations and contacts of any kind, increase of the peoples’ movements in the region most of which free of visas.

· Establishment of a common set of democratic values in our region.

· There is progress in the newest state of Kosova as the Kosova EU Report for the year 2011 has shown. And, this is a reason why the number of recognitions for the Republic of Kosova has been growing and it is now 86. There is also progress in Bosnia-Herzegovina with regard to its armed forces which seem to be one step forward compared to the general situations of ethnic relations in the state institutions. 

3. Security Situation in the Western Balkans is not likely to worsen. There are still some problems which rise concerns about the security.
· There are various pessimistic and optimistic views coming from outside the region on Western Balkans security situation. However, despite them, the above mentioned indicators of the developments in our region might be a good basis for a stable security situation there.  

· The problems which have a certain impact over the security situation are in North Mitrovica, Bosnia-Herzegovina and relations between Greece and Macedonia. 

· In North Mitrovica. The protest of Serbs there that last already for more than two months and the blocking of the road circulation in the border checking points. There are facts which might prove that the risk for the security are not so high are the following. Serbian complaints over the status of their citizens are artificial because there is no persecution or violation of human rights by the Government of Kosova there. The Serbian protests do not represent the entire Serbian population of north Mitrovica. The protests in North Mitrovica, what is very important, do not have intentions of armed conflicts. There are international records of criminal activities there in terms of violations of rule of law and legal procedure connected to the customs operation. 

· In Bosnia-Herzegovina. The ethnic divisions are impeding the normal functioning of the state institutions in a multiethnic country. There are some bad implications like the following. The situation slows down the general progress in the country and the climate for economic investments. The situation has a bad impact on the entire region, not in terms of conflicts, but in terms of development rates. Also, this situation impedes the Euro-Atlantic integration of Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

· Greek-Macedonian dispute over the name of Macedonia. It is lasting for many years now and has blocked the membership of Macedonia in NATO. This is also not a real security problem and to some degree an artificial one, but it impedes the Euro-Atlantic integration of Macedonia and it spoils the NATO plans for enlargement in the region and other plans linked to the security issues. It is sure that no threats can come from either country to any of them, because “names are only names” and there is awareness that no wars can be fought on names issues. 

· A number of other well known security problems which are also common to all the regional countries and beyond it, such as, international terrorism and its cyberspace dimension, natural disasters of any sort linked to the general global environment changes, illegal activities of any kind and the violations of the rule of law, etc.

· The present global financial crisis which has always the risk of being transformed into a security problem as the events in Greece has unfortunately shown. 

4. Comments on some of the above-mentioned problems.

· North Mitrovica. Republic of Kosova is right in its efforts to extend its sovereignty in the North of the country. This is something it must do as a new state which is under the observation of the international community. Serbia should cooperate with Kosova against the violation of rule of law in Mitrovica. It is good that Belgrade has not encouraged the protesting Serbian citizens of Northern Mitrovica. EU countries which have not yet recognized Kosova, must do it as soon as possible, because any loss of time on the issue is a very bad example and signal to the entire region. Serbia should think of recognizing Kosova and not remain the last to recognize it in the region. Kosova itself also has a lot to do for strengthening of its democratic institutions, rule of law, etc. 

· Bosnia-Herzegovina. Security problems here should be viewed in terms of sequential or consecutive or successive human generations. Hence, there will always be optimism about the viability of multiethnic cohabitation, moreover in today’s global developments. Serbska Republika of Bosnia-Herzegovina, contrary to Kosova, was not result of any persecution or violations of human rights, but only inspired by obsolete nationalist ideas. So, they should be very willing to blur the divisions alongside ethnic differences which, in fact, are religious differences. The constitutional reform there, as a result is so necessary and indispensable and one bright example is already there, the reform in its Armed Forces. 

· Greek-Macedonian dispute over the name of Macedonia. I would only say that NATO must make Macedonia its member and Greece should not condition it by discussing the name of its neighbor with which otherwise has very good relations. To find a final settlement over the name issue is, of course, something that will take a longer time than the Macedonia NATO membership process. 

· No special comment on the other common threats for all the countries of the region. They are all closely cooperating on of those issues and have had many achievements, but this is a continuing process which in a way never ends as a reflection of the perennial fight between the pro-law and anti-law forces. Put under a different light, these common threats are always opportunities for larger and deeper cooperation in our region, as they have been so far. 

· Global financial crisis. This is to me the “strange crisis”, because at the same time we are witnesses that it started when there is a present peaks of economic development and scientific progress, not mentioning here specific countries. To me also, this is a crisis of “wealth wasting” or “wealth mismanagement” inspired by the random euphoria of the recent global overall progress and carried out by the unlimited bank crediting system. Moreover, this crisis seems to me like a conscious financial braking process with the intention to tell consumers, individual or societies that they cannot consume more than they produce. Hence, I’m among the few that thinks that this crisis will pass sooner than expected. And, there is no place for deep pessimism over the present crisis; on the contrary.

5. Security threats coming from the developments in some Arab countries in North Africa and Middle East. 

· These events proved and are increasingly proving that some democratic values are universal, such as freedom and human rights. So, there are a lot in common for our South Eastern European countries and the Countries of Arab Spring.  

· These Arab Spring countries are very likely to follow the same or similar path of development like our countries and this should make us to think how we can be more active in helping them.  

· These countries can also be involved in the Euro-Atlantic integration processes. This is debatable, but at least, it’s worth discussing about. We should never forget the developments in Libya, the assistance of EU and NATO there and the gratitude of this country toward them.

· There are a number of security threats there as well, now. The territories might be used by terrorist networks. The military depots looting and the weapons around might be an object of illegal trafficking of them and security risk for the populations of that region. The long resistance of some regimes like the one in Syria or Yemen might spark larger conflicts in the region. The clashes of many specific interests might prolong the security stabilization process like it is happening in Egypt. There is also the risk of civil wars and unrests because of worsening of the economic situation. 

6. The Mediterranean countries might be a new geographical space of cooperation for our Atlantic organizations family. 

· Common values are the basis of such cooperation.
· Geographical vicinity is an advantage as a beneficial factor.
· The centuries-old flow of emigrants from these countries towards Western Europe is another advantage. 
· Globalization is also another advantage (internet connection, foreign schools or education in Western countries, etc.).    
Thank You! 
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